
Bethlehem University 

The month of April is the 

month when Books and Read-

ing are given a special focus 

to promote the value of read-

ing and the acquisition of 

knowledge from books and 

other resources. We all know 

that in this digital age, the 

modern library is no longer a 

òbook-printed collectionó 

only.  Books and printed ma-

terials are now wedded to 

their partners online ð all 

information that comes to us 

electronically ð everything 

that science and technology 

have given birth to. 

A three-day eventñ from 10 - 

12 April 2008ñto underscore 

the importance and relevance 

of reading in a world domi-

nated by advance technology 

started off with the opening of 

the Book Fair/Technology 

exhibition by Brother Robert 

Smith, FSC, PhD, Interim Vice 

Chancellor, on the Libraryõs 

2nd floor. 

On the same day, at 10:30 

am, a conference convoking 

academic librarians from the 

West Bank with Bethlehem 

University faculty, students, 

and guest-librarians from 

public and community librar-

ies took place at Furno Hall in 

the Millennium Build-

ing.  Brother Robert Smith, 

gave his powerful, incisive 

opening remarks ( see page 

2)  reinforcing the importance 

of re-orienting reading and 

technology toward the com-

mon good, raising two con-

cerns: promotion of 

òinformation/computer liter-

acyó but at the same time 

safeguarding the kind of infor-

mation that is received; the 

second concern refers to ac-

cess whereby Brother Robert 

asked the following ques-

tions: òWho has access and 

how do they gain access? If 

information is power, how do 

we empower those with no 

power, no access, few re-

sources, and little opportunity 

to avail themselves of the 

world of books and technol-

ogy?ó 

Aside from the keynote 

speech by Mellie Brodeth, 

Library Director on òReading, 

Technology and Change in 

Academic Librariesó, two very 

important interventions are 

worth highlighting, the power 

point presentations of Prof. 

Qustandi Shomali on òE-

Learning at Bethlehem Uni-

versityó and Mrs. Diana Sayej-

Nasser, Library Director of Bir 

Zeit University, on òPromoting, 

Managing and Marketing E-

Resources in Higher Educa-

tion Institutions: a Case 

Studyó.  The Library Adminis-

trative Team led by Francis 

Sleibi and joined in by Re-

becca Calaor, Vera Koussa 

and Hala Marzouka had done 

a comprehensive and practi-

cal presentation of the his-

tory, advantages and uses of 

automation in the Bethlehem 

University Library. After lunch 

at the Institute of Hotel Man-

agement, the conference 

participants went back to 

work at Furno Hall. The dis-

cussion period opened the 

session of questions, clarifica-

tions and suggestions for 

improvement in the imple-

mentation of automation in 

libraries.  

Continued on page 5 é.. 

 

 

Br. Robert Smith, FSC, PhD, Interim 

Vice Chancellor  (during the Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony ñ10 April 2008) 

 

Mrs. Diana SayejñLibrary Director  

of Bir Zeit University giving her  

presentation. 

Prof. Qustandi Shomali ðArabic 

Departmentð Bethlehem Universityð 

showing his PowerPoint presenta-

tion on E-learning. 

òRE A D I N G  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y  A T  T H E  
  SE RV I C E  O F  E V E RYO N Eó 

Opening Hours 

The library is open on class 

days from 8:00 AM ð 4:00 

PM as well as on official 

make-up days announced by 

the Administration. 

It is closed on Saturdays, 

Sundays and university holi-

days. 
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JSTOR which includes 

1,856,206 full -length arti-

cles across 47 disciplines. 

There are 1,387,437 book 

reviews in JSTOR. The oldest 

content in the JSTOR archive 

was published in 1665. This 

is attained through the MI-

CAD Program Grant facili-

tated by Mr. Andrea Merli.  
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