
Bethlehem University 

The month of April is the 

month when Books and Read-

ing are given a special focus 

to promote the value of read-

ing and the acquisition of 

knowledge from books and 

other resources. We all know 

that in this digital age, the 

modern library is no longer a 

òbook-printed collectionó 

only.  Books and printed ma-

terials are now wedded to 

their partners online ð all 

information that comes to us 

electronically ð everything 

that science and technology 

have given birth to. 

A three-day eventñ from 10 - 

12 April 2008ñto underscore 

the importance and relevance 

of reading in a world domi-

nated by advance technology 

started off with the opening of 

the Book Fair/Technology 

exhibition by Brother Robert 

Smith, FSC, PhD, Interim Vice 

Chancellor, on the Libraryõs 

2nd floor. 

On the same day, at 10:30 

am, a conference convoking 

academic librarians from the 

West Bank with Bethlehem 

University faculty, students, 

and guest-librarians from 

public and community librar-

ies took place at Furno Hall in 

the Millennium Build-

ing.  Brother Robert Smith, 

gave his powerful, incisive 

opening remarks ( see page 

2)  reinforcing the importance 

of re-orienting reading and 

technology toward the com-

mon good, raising two con-

cerns: promotion of 

òinformation/computer liter-

acyó but at the same time 

safeguarding the kind of infor-

mation that is received; the 

second concern refers to ac-

cess whereby Brother Robert 

asked the following ques-

tions: òWho has access and 

how do they gain access? If 

information is power, how do 

we empower those with no 

power, no access, few re-

sources, and little opportunity 

to avail themselves of the 

world of books and technol-

ogy?ó 

Aside from the keynote 

speech by Mellie Brodeth, 

Library Director on òReading, 

Technology and Change in 

Academic Librariesó, two very 

important interventions are 

worth highlighting, the power 

point presentations of Prof. 

Qustandi Shomali on òE-

Learning at Bethlehem Uni-

versityó and Mrs. Diana Sayej-

Nasser, Library Director of Bir 

Zeit University, on òPromoting, 

Managing and Marketing E-

Resources in Higher Educa-

tion Institutions: a Case 

Studyó.  The Library Adminis-

trative Team led by Francis 

Sleibi and joined in by Re-

becca Calaor, Vera Koussa 

and Hala Marzouka had done 

a comprehensive and practi-

cal presentation of the his-

tory, advantages and uses of 

automation in the Bethlehem 

University Library. After lunch 

at the Institute of Hotel Man-

agement, the conference 

participants went back to 

work at Furno Hall. The dis-

cussion period opened the 

session of questions, clarifica-

tions and suggestions for 

improvement in the imple-

mentation of automation in 

libraries.  
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Br. Robert Smith, FSC, PhD, Interim 

Vice Chancellor  (during the Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony ñ10 April 2008) 

 

Mrs. Diana SayejñLibrary Director  

of Bir Zeit University giving her  

presentation. 

Prof. Qustandi Shomali ðArabic 

Departmentð Bethlehem Universityð 

showing his PowerPoint presenta-

tion on E-learning. 

òRE A D I N G  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y  A T  T H E  
  SE RV I C E  O F  E V E RYO N Eó 

Opening Hours 

The library is open on class 

days from 8:00 AM ð 4:00 

PM as well as on official 

make-up days announced by 

the Administration. 

It is closed on Saturdays, 

Sundays and university holi-

days. 
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I am old.   Some would say old-

fashioned. 

I like a book. I like it in my hands, I like 

to touch it, to feel it. I sometimes even 

like to smell itéif it is old, or newly 

printed. I like to read. I like words. I 

love to read and I really enjoy a sen-

tence well constructed. 

At one time in my life I was an editor 

and I still cannot read something with-

out paying attention to details, to 

words, to phrases, to grammaré  a 

characteristic that my students did not 

always appreciate or value! 

What is the last book you read? What 

is the last book you recommended to a 

friend that he or she read it because it 

was òso good?ó What  you read, says a 

lot about you. Why  you read also says 

a lot about you. 

The last book I read was Khaled 

Hosseiniõs A THOUSAND SPLENDID 

SUNS, and this after devouring his 

earlier best seller THE KITE RUNNER, 

which is now a film. These two novels, 

which capture something of the history 

and culture of the Afghan people, were 

written by a man trained as a medical 

doctor whose family fled his native 

land as refugees. The two books have 

sold millions of copies over just the 

past few years and have been trans-

lated into a dozen or more languages. 

Talk about the power of the written 

word to educate, to transform, to move 

us into a world not our own! 

What was the last book that really 

inspired you? That really energized 

you? That really moved you? That was 

so good you HAD to tell others about it 

and urge them to read it? 

Of course, I also read newspapers and 

journals, and read things that are re-

lated to being an academic adminis-

trator of a Palestinian university. 

I love visiting bookstores and librariesñ

although I know I do not get into our 

own university library nearly as often as 

I should. 

I also often feel the same way as one of 

my doctoral professors who described 

his sense of wanting to òcurse his fini-

tudeó when he walked into a libraryé

knowing there was so much he desired 

to read and to know, but realizing in a 

life time there is only so much one can 

do. 

But books are just part of the story! 

Every library now provides many other 

means of personal enjoyment, learning, 

and expanding our personal, social, and 

academic horizons. 

Two weeks ago we had a mid-year Beth-

lehem University graduation in the 

lower level of our library building. We 

marked the completion of a bachelorõs 

degree program in Occupational Ther-

apy of a dozen students from Gaza who 

to this day have never set foot on this 

campus. They were accepted into our 

O.T. program five years ago, but due to 

travel restrictions never physically came 

to Bethlehem. However, due to the 

marvels of technologyñand the dedica-

tion of many people here and in Gazañ

we were able to deliver a full BA pro-

gram across the landéor, as we know 

we are capable of doing, across the 

globe. 

Also within the past two weeks, a group 

of students here at Bethlehem Univer-

sity who are part of a research ex-

change program with students at a 

German university have met each other, 

presented and critiqued each otherõs 

papers, and have engaged in spirited 

discussionséall via video conferencing. 

In June the German delegation will 

come here for face-to-face meetings for 

a week, and our students, along with 

faculty, will travel to Germany in Octo-

ber to complete the circle. The marvels of 

technology, in service of learning! 
 

The theme of this three-day conference is 

òReading and Technology at the Service of 

Everyone.ó The gift of our librariesñschools, 

universities, and community librariesñis that 

they open up a world to us, without us ever 

having to leave our home! Books do this and 

have for hundreds of years; in relatively speak-

ing much more recent time, television, videos, 

audio, CDs, DVDs, IPods, networking, surfing 

the net, google-ing, LCD projectors, digital me-

dia, memory sticks, Power Point, and on and 

on have enabled us to do things that not one 

of us could have imagined even two or three or 

decades ago! 

Our own Audio-Visual Center (with Francis and 

George) and our Digital Media Center (with 

Mike and Minerva) provide extraordinary and 

exciting and creative ways to learn, to inte-

grate technology into the classroom, and to 

engage and empower the local community 

through programs of outreach and service. 

Perhaps more striking is the way technology 

has assisted those with learning disabilities or 

physical challenges to not be left behind.  
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